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AMENDMENTS 


In the Claims 


Please rewrite claims 1 and 27 as follows: 

1. (Amended) A method for producing platform molecules comprising: 

providing a first phenylene ring comprising a first functional group at a para-position to a 

second functional group; 

providing a second phenylene ring comprising a third functional group at a para- position 

to a fourth functional group; 

providing a third phenylene ring comprising a desired substituent and comprising a first 

functionality at a para- position to a second functionality; and 

reacting said first functional group with said first functionality, producing at least a first 

ester bond between said first phenylene ring and said third phenylene ring; and 

reacting said third functional group with said second functionality, producing at least a 

second ester bond between said second phenylene ring and said third phenylene 

ring, thereby producing platform molecules comprising a first terminal 
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